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The Community School Col-
laborative is a Livingston non-
profit pioneering career days, 
job-related pop-up clubs and an 
innovative job shadow program, 
enabling early career exploration 
for Sleeping Giant Middle School 
and select Arrowhead students.

The collaborative, formed in 
2019, contracts with Sleeping 
Giant Middle School and inde-
pendently raises all funding for 
three full-time staff, handling rel-
evant program-related logistics.

The collaborative’s programs, 

which may soon track student’s 
progress through high school, 
are not only unique to Park 
County, but potentially Mon-
tana, per Emily Kempe, Commu-
nity School Collaborative execu-
tive director.

“Not all schools are open to 
these types of community part-
nerships,” said Kempe, who also 

referenced the Farm to School, a 
nonprofit, which promotes food 
education, access and affordabil-
ity.

The executive director said 
both partnerships are similar as 
they supplement services public 
schools do not have the resources 
to independently provide.

“A lot of intervention and pro-
gramming is focused on younger 
kids and high school students,” 
said Kempe, who described the 
middle school bracket as a “for-
gotten” age group.

Educational nonprofit exposes students to potential careers
Formed in 2019, 

Community School 
Collaborative focuses on 
middle school students

COURTESY

Sleeping Giant Middle Schoolers conduct work-based learning at 
the Livingston Depot Center museum.

JOHN CARROLL
Enterprise Managing Editor

The more things change, the more 
some things stay the same.

The Empire Twin Theatre has 
changed hands and the new owners 
vow to keep the Livingston landmark 
basically the same with a few needed 
upgrades, while adding a twist of 
new, creative programming.

In September 2023, new owners 
Tyler Erickson and Andrew Felten-
stein purchased the Empire Twin 
Theatre from veteran theater execu-
tive Tim Warner for an undisclosed 
amount.

Warner is the former CEO of Cin-
emark Theatres, which operates 
roughly 300 movie theaters and 4,000 
screens in the U.S. A Butte resident, 
Warner bought the Empire Twin 
Theatre in 1992 “from the bank,” he 
said, and his sister, Margaret “Pinky” 
Warner, ran the cinema complex on 
Second Street for many years.

“Pinky was a great caretaker,” said 
Warner. “The Empire has always 
been a real iconic part of the town.”

“Our goal is to preserve the theater, 
give kids a place to work and for fam-
ilies to go, and introduce a range of 
programming,” said Erickson, a Liv-
ingston native and executive officer 
of American Bank.

“The theater has been a friend of 
mine my whole life,” said Erickson. 
“This is the community’s theater. If 
you take a cultural inventory of Liv-
ingston, the Empire Theatre is high 
on the list.”

Erickson and Feltenstein cre-
ated Livingston Preservation Bros 

Properties as the holding company 
for Empire Twin Theatres.

Feltenstein, a film composer and 
music producer, has lived in Living-
ston for 14 years. He purchased the 
defunct Livingston radio station, 
KPRK, and has plans to restore and 
resuscitate the place.

“This is a nice passing of the torch,” 
said Feltenstein. “We want to re-ener-
gize the local audience base.”

The two movie partners hired 
Emily Johnson as executive director 
in May. In June, Johnson launched 
Western Wednesdays and the theater 
showed classic Western flicks every 
Wednesday, such as “The Good The 
Bad & The Ugly,” “True Grit,” and 
“Rancho Deluxe,” the cult western 
movie filmed in Paradise Valley and 
Livingston.

Johnson said “Rancho Deluxe” 
attracted the biggest crowd of West-
ern Wednesdays, drawing 166 peo-
ple.

She said plans are in the works to 
introduce and show other theme-re-
lated movies, such as horror films, 
Frances Coppola films or Sam Peck-
inpah films. She has a vision to create 
an art house at the Empire.

Empire Twin Theatre originally 
opened as the New State Theater in 
1935 as a single-screen movie house 
with 685 seats. Today the Empire has 
two theaters seating 277 and 113 peo-
ple.

The Empire Twin Theatre is open 
seven days a week and shows four 
movies each day. Movie rates are $9 
for adults and $7 for seniors, military 
and children. Tuesdays are discount 
days when flicks are $5 for adults.

Film Buffs
Empire Twin Theatres has new owners, fresh direction

JOHN CARROLL/ENTERPRISE

From left, are Andrew Feltenstein, Tim Warner, Tyler Erickson and Emily Johnson. Erickson 
and Feltenstein purchased the Empire Twin Theatres from Warner last fall. Johnson is the new 
executive director.

ENTERPRISE STAFF

Over the last four 
decades, Park County has 
woven together its railroad, 
ranching and artistic heri-
tage to become well known 
as a center of Montana’s 
arts culture.

The current prominence 
of the arts has resulted in 
Park County receiving a 
ranking of 14th in a list of 
rural arts communities, 
based on the national Arts 
Vibrancy Index assembled 
by the National Center for 
Arts Research, a project of 
the Meadows School of the 
Arts at Southern Methodist 

University.
Despite Park County’s 

rich artistic history and 
current artistic offerings, 
there has not been a broad 
and coordinated philan-
thropic effort to invest 
deeply in Park County 
arts.

“We are privileged to 
have a long history of writ-
ers and artists settling here, 
but currently need more 
resources to exhibit and 
support them, especially 
in the more rural parts of 
the county,” said Melissa 
Ragain, Livingston resident 
and art history instructor at 

Montana State University. 
“We also need to be mind-
ful of the complex interac-
tion between the arts and 
rural gentrification.”

In response, and thanks 

to a generous grant from 
the JAKET Foundation, 
the Park County Commu-
nity Foundation (PCCF) 
conducted a comprehen-
sive needs assessment of 

the arts in 2023 to better 
understand current needs 
and challenges. The assess-
ment generated a robust 
list of opportunities to 
invest in Park County’s arts 
culture.

To help realize a coor-
dinated vision for the arts 
in Park County, PCCF has 
launched the Park County 
Arts Council (PCAC), 
composed of Park County 
residents with expertise as 
working artists and non-
profit leadership. A full list 
of Arts Council members is 
included below.

The Arts Council’s 

mission is to support and 
guide a vibrant and inclu-
sive arts culture through-
out Park County. The 
vision is to solidify the 
arts as an integral part of 
Park County The over-
all vision is to solidify the 
arts as an integral part of 
Park County with an eye 
to maintaining the region’s 
natural beauty, acknowl-
edging our heritage, grow-
ing economic opportu-
nities, and improving the 
well-being of its communi-
ties throughout the county.

Foundation launches new Park County Arts Council

MELANIE MAGANIAS NASHAN PHOTO

Park County starts new Arts Council.
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For J.D. Power 2023 award
information,

visit jdpower.com/awards

Ranked #1
in Customer Satisfaction 6Years in a Row

CAL L US NOW !

1-855-995-3572

1-855-995-3572Call us now!

Add Highspeed Internet
as low as $49.99/mo

FREE GoogleVoice Remote

Streaming INCLUDED, stream
live TV on up to 5 devices

Free Next Day Professional
Installation (where available)

Enjoy thousands of shows and
movies included On-Demand

J.D. Power Award For Customer
Satisfaction - 6 years in a row

Never watch another commercial
during your favorite primetime
shows

O!er for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: Requires credit quali"cation and 2-year commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit quali"cation. O!er ends
07/10/2024. 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-Year Price Guarantee at $84.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and
Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1 TV. Included in 2-Year Price Guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($99.99 for AT120+, $104.99 for AT200, $114.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per
additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 2-Year Price Guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect,
and transactional fees. Premium Channels 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Paramount+ with Showtime, Starz and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with Google
Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey orWally device. Customer must press the Voice Remote button to activate the feature. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price
guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected, you will be billed $11.99/mo. for DISH Protect unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply.
For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only.
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SUN & MOON
THE WORLD

NATIONAL FORECAST
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City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of effective temperature based on eight weather factors. Shown are the highest and lowest values for each day.

LIVINGSTON AREA WEATHER

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

 Flood  24 hr
River/Station stage stage chng.

RIVER STAGESREGIONAL CITIES

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. 
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Sunrise 5:57 a.m. 5:58 a.m.
Sunset 9:00 p.m. 8:58 p.m.
Moonrise 11:04 p.m. 11:23 p.m.
Moonset 9:52 a.m. 11:12 a.m.

 TODAY THU.

Aug 19

Last New First Full

Aug 12Aug 4July 27

Anchorage 65/56/s 64/55/c 62/55/r
Atlanta 85/72/t 82/72/t 84/71/t
Boston 71/65/sh 80/66/t 79/67/pc
Chicago 75/64/r 80/63/s 83/64/s
Dallas 91/75/c 90/73/pc 88/74/t
Denver 95/64/s 98/67/s 93/64/pc
Des Moines 86/68/t 87/68/t 89/67/s
Detroit 79/64/t 80/59/s 81/61/s
Honolulu 88/79/sh 89/77/sh 86/74/c
Las Vegas 108/88/pc 110/89/pc 109/85/s
Los Angeles 90/68/s 90/69/s 89/64/s
Miami 93/82/t 90/81/t 93/80/t

Nashville 81/71/t 81/71/t 83/70/t
New Orleans 86/77/t 89/78/t 89/76/t
New York City 83/74/t 85/67/t 84/70/pc
Oklahoma City 90/68/pc 92/68/s 88/69/s
Omaha 92/68/t 91/71/s 93/70/s
Phoenix 114/91/c 115/92/c 110/89/c
Portland 82/57/s 77/56/s 85/58/s
St. Louis 92/72/pc 88/69/t 88/70/s
Salt Lake City 105/77/s 95/72/pc 96/71/pc
San Francisco 78/59/s 75/57/s 68/57/pc
Seattle 75/54/s 71/54/pc 75/55/pc
Washington, DC 87/76/t 84/72/t 86/69/pc

Beijing 94/73/t 82/74/t 88/75/t
Berlin 76/55/r 75/56/c 82/63/c
Jerusalem 88/71/s 89/72/s 88/70/s
Johannesburg 71/43/s 66/44/s 68/46/s
London 78/60/pc 68/58/sh 75/57/pc
Madrid 106/73/s 105/69/s 103/71/s
Mexico City 73/58/r 75/57/sh 75/57/sh
Moscow 80/60/s 78/56/s 78/60/s
New Delhi 91/82/t 95/83/t 96/83/t
Rio de Janeiro 75/65/pc 78/68/s 81/69/s
Rome 92/72/s 90/71/s 90/70/s
Stockholm 75/56/c 71/56/sh 74/58/pc
Sydney 70/52/pc 74/55/pc 68/52/r
Tokyo 93/81/pc 91/82/pc 93/82/pc
Toronto 79/60/t 77/59/s 82/61/pc

 TODAY THU. FRI.  TODAY THU. FRI.

 TODAY THU. FRI.

RealFeel: 102
Winds: WNW 8-16 mph

TODAY

Hot

100

RealFeel: 64
Winds: SW 8-16 mph

TONIGHT

Breezy early; mainly clear, 
mild

69

RealFeel: 97/56
Winds: WSW 10-20 mph

THURSDAY

Becoming windier; a p.m. 
t-shower in spots

59
96

RealFeel: 86/52
Winds: W 10-20 mph

FRIDAY

Becoming windier and 
not as hot

54
88

RealFeel: 89/50
Winds: WNW 8-16 mph

SATURDAY

Partly sunny; breezy in 
the afternoon

54
89

RealFeel: 95/46
Winds: W 10-20 mph

SUNDAY

Breezy and very warm 
with some sun

50
89

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather.com ©2024

Belgrade 101/61/s 97/53/pc
Billings 104/73/s 100/66/c
Bozeman 101/60/s 96/55/pc
Broadus 105/73/s 107/68/s
Butte 93/58/pc 89/47/pc
Challis, ID 93/62/pc 92/52/pc
Cody, WY 97/71/s 90/70/pc
Deer Lodge 96/60/pc 92/47/pc
Dillon 90/59/s 93/51/pc
Forsyth 107/70/s 104/68/pc
Gillette, WY 102/68/s 106/67/s
Glasgow 111/75/s 107/66/c
Glendive 108/71/s 108/68/s
Great Falls 103/69/s 99/56/s

Hamilton 95/64/pc 94/48/s
Havre 108/67/s 102/57/s
Helena 99/67/s 100/58/pc
Kalispell 97/60/s 86/49/s
Laurel 106/72/s 101/67/c
Lewistown 99/62/s 96/53/c
Miles City 107/72/s 105/70/s
Missoula 100/64/s 91/53/s
Plentywood 105/68/s 102/69/pc
Roundup 106/70/s 102/65/pc
Salmon, ID 93/60/pc 95/51/pc
Sheridan, WY 103/61/s 102/64/pc
Sidney 109/68/s 107/67/s
W. Yellowstone 88/49/pc 81/50/c

 TODAY THU.  TODAY THU.
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Yellowstone River
near Livingston 10 2.54 -0.11
Gallatin River
near Gallatin Gateway 6 1.98 -0.03
Jefferson River
near Twin Bridges 10 2.48 -0.03
Madison River
below Ennis Lake -- 3.99 N.A.
near West Yellowstone -- 1.71 none
Missouri River
at Toston 10.5 2.97 -0.01

Stages in feet as of 7 a.m. Monday
Mon.

How many thunderstorms rumble across the 
United States each year?

Temperature

Q:

Approximately 100,000 A:

Relative Humidity

ALMANAC DATA

Precipitation (in inches)
Monday 0.00
Month to date 0.59
Normal month to date 0.99
Year to date 9.13
Normal year to date 9.50
Last year to date 11.18
Winds
Average wind speed 7 mph
Highest wind gust 36 mph

Livingston Monday

High 95
Low 50
Normal high 88
Normal low 51
Last year high 98
Last year low 54
Record high 100 in 2016
Record low 40 in 1954

Noon Monday 26%
Barometer
Noon Monday 30.18 in.

Between July 22 and 24, 1788, a hurricane 
struck North Carolina and moved inland through 
Virginia. The storm was still potent when later 
observed by George Washington.

WEATHER HISTORY

WEATHER TRIVIA™

CAREER DAYS
Cougar Career Days 

are the collaborative’s 
most-established career 
exploration program. The 
career days, which occur 
six times per school-year, 
provide two annual work-
based learning experi-
ences for all of the roughly 
300 Sleeping Giant Middle 
School students.

“Each career day is cen-
tered around a theme 
grounded in one of 16 
nationally identified 
career pathways,” said 
Kempe. “On these days, 
we take middle school 
students into surround-
ing communities, where 
leaders teach and mentor 
students through direct 
career exposure.”

In the 2023-2024 school 
year, the collaborative 
organized career trips 
to a handful of Living-
ston businesses and orga-
nizations, including the 
Firehall Fitness Center, 
Wheatgrass Books, The 
Livingston Depot Center, 

Dan Bailey’s Outdoor 
Company, First Inter-
state Bank, the Livingston 
Warming Center, L’esprit 
Behavioral Health Center 
and the Pickle Barrel.

“We want to expose 
students to various pro-
fessions and help them 
understand the breadth 
of available career possi-
bilities,” said Kempe, who 
added students took trips 
to Montana State Univer-
sity, West Paw Design, a 
Bozeman-based dog toy 
manufacturer, and Living-
ston HealthCare.

“We try to not only 
emphasize career path-
ways requiring a four-
year college degree,” said 
Kempe, who explained 
Livingston HealthCare 
frequently pays for their 
employees to receive rele-
vant certifications regard-
less of college experience.

Next semester, the col-
laborative is organizing a 
trip to Sage Lodge, a resort 
and hotel in Pray for a hos-
pitality-oriented career 
day. “Sage Lodge is an 
amazing company where 
kids can have a summer 

job,” said Kempe.
POPUP CLUBS

Smaller, more intimate 
career exploration expe-
riences, the Commu-
nity School Collaborative 
hosts bi-monthly pop-up 
clubs after school or on 
weekends, engaging stu-
dents in specific careers 
through hands-on activi-
ties and interactions with 
professionals.

In the past, Elk River 
Books implemented a sto-
rytelling pop-up club and 
Granite Sports Medicine 
conducted a physical ther-
apy pop-up.

JOB SHADOW
Piloted for the first time 

during the previous spring 
semester, the Job Shadow 

Program places Sleep-
ing Giant Middle School 
students with local busi-
nesses for two hours on a 
weekly basis, for a quarter 
academic year or roughly 
six weeks.

“The program offers a 
deep dive into real-world 
work environments said 
Kempe,” who explained 
after receiving positive 
feedback, she expects the 
program to see a lot of 
growth next school-year.

The first job shadow 
program placed seven 
eighth graders into com-
munity businesses, such 
as Frontline Agricul-
tural Solutions, Mobile 
Repair and Welding, the 
Park County Commu-
nity Foundation, and the 

Morrison Creative Com-
pany, a graphic designer. 
The 2024-2025 job 
shadow program is bal-
looning to involve roughly 
28 students.

Kempe explained the 
increased number of stu-
dents enrolled in the pro-
gram enables peer learn-
ing, promoting group 
safety and co-processing.

GIVEAHOOT
After doubling their 

offerings and staff size, the 
Community School Col-
laborative spent $272,000 

in their 2024-2025 fiscal 
year, which ended in July. 
The nonprofit is nearly 
halfway to their $60,000 
fundraising goal in the 
annual Give A Hoot Cam-
paign.

“To sustain and expand 
these programs, we 
require additional fund-
ing,” said Kemp, who 
explained increased finan-
cial support could enable 
the collaborative to reach 
more students, provide 
greater support, and ulti-
mately enhance the future 
for Park County youth.

Careers/from A1

Arts Council member Karen 
Rinehart requested to join the 
council because: “I want to help 
support artists, art organizations, 
other organizations that strive 
to include art in their programs, 
educators within public and pri-
vate school systems, as well as 
encourage collaboration between 
above groups. Boosting creativity 
in a variety of ways fosters resil-
ience and hope through self-ex-
pression--even during tough 
times.”

Guided by the Park County 
Arts Council’s vision, and with 
an initial $500,000 gift from the 
JAKET Foundation, PCCF is 
launching the Park County Fund 
for the Arts to elevate and sup-
port the arts while increasing col-
laboration and communication. 
Priority funding areas include 
supporting existing Park County 

arts, promoting innovation in the 
arts in Park County, and expand-
ing and integrating the arts 
throughout Park County.

The Park County Commu-
nity Foundation expects to fund 
somewhere between two and six 
transformational grants, in the 
range of $25,000 to $150,000. 
Applications will be available in 
early July, with a due date of Sep-
tember 10. The Arts Council is 
also seeking to hire a part-time 
program coordinator to lead this 
work over the next two years.

“These additional grant funds 
create the opportunity to support 
programming that is currently 
beyond the scope of our annual 
We Will Park County commu-
nity grants,” explains Barb Old-
ershaw, program director for the 
Park County Community Foun-
dation.

Interested members of the 
public are invited to visit the Park 

County Community Founda-
tion’s office on 103 S Main Street 
in Livingston during the Art 
Walk on June 28 to learn more 
about the Park County Arts 
Council and this funding oppor-
tunity. Members of the Arts 
Council and PCCF staff will be 
there to answer questions.

To learn more, call PCCF at 
(406) 224-3920, email Program 
Director Barb Oldershaw at Barb.
Oldershaw@pccf-montana.org 
or visit the Park County Com-
munity Foundation’s website at 
https://www.pccf-montana.org/
support-the-arts.

The 13 volunteer members 
of the Park County Arts Coun-
cil include both working art-
ists and leaders of nonprofit arts 
organizations and were identi-
fied through a call for applicants 
earlier this year. An effort was 
made to include residents from a 
range of communities outside of 

Livingston, as noted below.
Brett Ozment, working artist, 

Ozment Arts.
Dalton Brink, working artist, 

founder and director of The Cot-
tonwood Club.

Erika Adams, executive direc-
tor, The Shane Lalani Center for 
the Arts.

Garrett Stannard, working 
musician and music educator in 
the Livingston Public Schools.

Karen Reinhart, recently 
retired curator, Park County’s 
Yellowstone Gateway Museum; 
resident of Gardiner.

Laura Bray, owner, The Frame 
Garden gallery in Livingston.

Mary Tidlow, board member 
of the Electric Peak Arts Coun-
cil and historic architect with the 
National Park Service; resident of 
Yellowstone National Park.

Melissa Ragain, professor of 
Art History at Montana State 
University.

Nikki Todd (Shields Valley res-
ident), owner, Visions West Con-
temporary Gallery, with branches 
in Livingston, Bozeman, and 
Denver; resident of Shields Val-
ley.

Pamela Kendall Schiffer, work-
ing artist: painter and print-
maker; resident of Pine Creek.

Robin Hoggan Ebinger, found-
ing board member, the Living-
ston Center for Art & Culture.

Steve Harvey, founder and 
co-chair of the Forget Me Knot 
music festival in Cooke City, 
board member of the Colter Pass, 
Cooke City, Silver Gate Com-
munity Council; resident of Sil-
ver Gate.

Traci Blakeman Isaly, working 
artist, Traci Jo Designs; resident 
of Quinn Creek.

Learn more during the June 
28 Art Walk by visiting the Park 
County Community Foundation 
office on Main Street.

Arts/from A1

Learn more about the Park County Arts Council 
and the Park County Fund for the Arts by visi:ng: 

 

PCCF-Montana.org/Support-the-Arts 


